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Qapabilitien

2. In oonventlonsl forces, the USSR has dectsive
supariority in Burasie, This superiority is likely to be diminished,
bat not m,m%smmwlﬁlﬁ it is likely to comtinue
ir southesgt Burope and in Aaia,

b, Iv atomic capabilities, the US has declsive gupsriority,
By 1954, their superiovdty mey be diminishod, twt is not likely to
be ended,

ARLERLIGHSs  So long as the US reteins declsive atomde
supariardty, the USSR 4o unlikely deliberately to precipiiate gemeral
wer with the US, wless the Kremlin estimatcs that delay will
drretrievetly tip the socles of power ageinst the USSR, Further,
a0 long as the US possesses decisive atamic superdority; the U3SR 4s
wlikely to take action which the Eremlin estimetes will provoke
atomle retallstien by the US, Therefore, in eatimating probabls
Soviet courses of mction in mny ares, 1t is necessary to strike o
balance betweens

&, The importance of the srea for the USSR and the
squent risk of stomlc retaliation widch the Kremlir is likely to
sseept, and |

b, The Eremlin cgtima:e of the likelihood of atomle

retalistion by the S,
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